Point-of-care testing: the impact of CLIA regulations on your testing program.
Competitive pressures drive physician offices toward on-site clinical laboratory testing programs to streamline service, generate revenue, and make better decisions during patient visits. The Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments continue to govern all laboratory tests performed for patient diagnosis, monitoring, or treatment. However, new diagnostic tools reduce regulatory hassles previously associated with point-of-care testing. Of course, regulatory consequences are still an important consideration when commencing a testing program or adding to an existing one. Here we focus on the regulatory restraints surrounding physician office laboratories to help you determine whether or not it makes sense to test in your setting.